Malinda Olhoft, Community Representative,
Chanikarn, and LaRae Johnson, host mom

\Ginger Smith, Community Representative and Cécile

Special Recognition for Outstanding Achievement: FREDERIC FUNKE

Frederic, from Germany, lives with the McCreery family and attends Buhl High
School in Buhl, Idaho. He has been a key player on the varsity soccer team,
where he played in the majority of every game and was vibrant and supportive
to his teammates. Frederic was also a kicker for the varsity football team,

and was able to adapt his soccer skills to this American sport, scoring many
extra and field goal points. Frederic maintained a good GPA while involved in
athletics. His host family says Frederic’s involvement and good nature helped
him adapt wonderfully to his host community and school. Face The World is
proud of this successful program participant and all his accomplishments.
Runner Up: Yun Mi Choi from Korea; nominated by Williams family of Lakeport, California

Special Recognition for Exceptional Effort: CHANIKARN LERTSAKWIMARN

Chanikarn, from Thailand, arrived in the U.S. and was surprised to learn that
American life did not exactly meet some of the expectations she’d had. She had
to learn to live and attend high school in an environment she was not used to. At
times she felt that being an exchange student was a very difficult and frustrating
experience. We are happy and proud that after careful consideration, Chanikarn
decided to stay in her host family and high school and make the most out of her
Face The World program. Chanikarn’s philosophy is to try to be happy, participate
in every activity that she can, maintain good grades, write in a diary, and always
keep smiling. She has a lot to show for it: she participates in a dance team,
volunteers, has made the honor roll at school and represented Thailand in a
parade. She feels that the difficulties that she experienced ultimately helped her
mature, learn to solve problems and improve her English.

Runners Up: Kannaporn lamwibun from Thailand; nominated by the Boysen family of Lowry,
Minnesota ¢ Hyun Ju Lee, from Korea; nominated by the Blythe family of Buffalo Gap, Texas
* Sandra Zeballos Silva from Bolivia; nominated by the Sheely family of Hugo, Colorado

Special Recognition for Academic Achievement: CECILE PIERREUX
Cécile, from Belgium, lives with the Behling family and attends Payson High School in Payson, Utah.

At first, Cécile was a C average student, but over the course of her program she has earned all As.

Her host family feels that this is no small accomplishment for a young person who not only is learning
a foreign language, but has also had to adjust to an environment where everything was new to her.
Cécile has learned a lot through her American high school, and also by becoming a part of an American
family and earning their love and respect. She will be missed by her host family and school alike.
Runners Up: Punthanun Thanayupong from Thailand; nominated by the Tuschhoff family of Andover, Kansas

Irene Hode from Norway; nominated by the Sanchez family of Colorado Springs, Colorado
Eunjung Ko from Korea; nominated by the Keith family of Monte Vista, Colorado

Kanyanat Chavasirikultol from Thailand; nominated by the Carter family of Surprise, Arizona

%

Employee of the Year Award
- JODI SHARSHEL

This year, we presented the
Employee of the Year award to
Jodi Sharshel, Eastern District
Manager. Jodi is an overall team
player who has worked very hard
to bring the program forward in
many different ways. Jodi has
provided leadership and talent to
the program in meeting overall
goals. She has risen above the
challenges that were presented,
has developed strong leadership
abilities, and has helped to raise
the bar of the program.

Jan Read, Program Manager
and Terry

Star Award — TERRY HAMILTON

Each year we present a Star Award to
the Regional Director who is committed,
meets his/her goals on time and goes
the extra mile in his/her area to make
sure the students and programs are
successful. This year the award was
presented to Terry Hamilton, Regional
Coordinator for Colorado. She is a star
this year: she is someone who is always
running the race and making sure that
goals are met and the program is run
in a professional manner. Terry jumped
in and was the star placer for the
spring January arrivals, and has

a never-give-up attitude.

At Face The World, we salute all nominees for the President’s Awards this year.

Every one of the nominees is a STAR in our eyes.







