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Wild Cats 

Overview 

Location Plettenberg Bay, South Africa. 

Duration From 2 weeks. 

Dates All year round. 

Requirements • Minimum age: 18. 
• You must have an upper intermediate level of English. 
• Special skills: An honest desire to help animals and a true love for animals.  

Your impact 
  

The impact of your volunteer work depends on the nature of the project. In addition, it may also 
depend on whether the project offers a full volunteering experience or a combination of 
volunteering and tourism. For details, please see the description of the project and what’s 
included in the project fees. 

How to apply Application form, CV/résumé. 

Day of arrival Monday. 

Day of departure Sunday. 
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Highlights 
• Work up close with a large variety of wildlife.  

• Make a difference to animals’ lives.  

• Volunteer in the heart of the Garden Route. 

• Choose from amazing activities for your free time, such as Bloukrans Bungy (the world’s highest 
commercial bridge bungee jump), waterfall Zipline, elephant & snake sanctuaries, wine estates, 
skydiving, whale watching, swimming with seals, adventure boating, kloofing, kayaking, etc. 

• From the accommodation, you are transferred daily to the projects Monkey Sanctuary, Wild Cats 
and Protecting Children. It is therefore possible to combine any of these projects. 

• Make new friends from all over the world. 

Project information 
The Wild Cats project is home to big cats such as lions (white and tawny), cheetahs, tigers (Siberian, Bengal 
and white), leopards (spotted and black), jaguars, pumas, caracals, serval cats and other wildlife species 
such as zebra, wild dog, springbok, zorilla, honey badger, raccoons and various snake species (which are 
housed separately).  

The focus is on conservation, education and, specifically, the plight of large predators in captivity, in South 
Africa and all over the world. Big cats are extraordinary animals with a dangerous beauty that is both awe-
inspiring and fearsome because of their power and ability to kill. However, at most wildlife facilities various 
wildlife species and especially large predatory species are kept as a way of attracting visitors, without 
regard for the animals' physical and emotional needs - they are just commodities to attract visitors. The 
project’s approach is one of respect for what each animal represents. All the female predator cats are on 
birth control, and the sanctuary is a strictly no-touch facility. 

Programme details 
Visiting the project is not just about viewing predator cats - it is also an informative experience. The 
sanctuary’s experienced and trained guides will take visitors on tours of the sanctuary and introduce them 
to all the sanctuary inhabitants. Dictionaries define a sanctuary for animals merely as a place where animals 
are protected from hunting. A true sanctuary for big cats and other wildlife should, however, also be a 
place of refuge to protect them from much more than hunting and/or the petting trade.  

The project has secured the future of all its predator cats and wildlife. The South African Animal Sanctuary 
Alliance (PBO Number 200/060 667/08) is the sole custodian of all the inhabitants. The sanctuary funds 
itself by means of responsible ecotourism and strives to achieve an effective balance between 
conservation, economic reality and being total sustainability.  
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Your role 
Monday to Friday, from 07:45 to 16:00.  

Daily tasks could include: 

• Welcoming guest on arrival, providing information about the sanctuary and its guided tours and 
answering any questions. 

• Cleaning walkways, fixing fences, cutting down trees and any other maintenance as required. 
• Assisting with the food preparation. 
• Welcoming guests to the reptile house and answering any questions. 
• Doing media projects (such as taking photos or helping make videos). 
• Doing translation projects. 

It is important to note that this description serves as an example only. The daily tasks and challenges 
depend on the volunteer, the time of year and the work that needs to be done. The final job 
description can therefore vary substantially from the above. 

Getting to and from the project 

 

The Wild Cats project is situated in an eco-sensitive location, about 12 km east of Plettenberg Bay. 

You need to arrive at George Airport where you will be collected by the volunteer staff. Transport is 
provided on both your arrival and departure on any day between 08:00 and 17:00. 

Accommodation 
You will live in a homestay accommodation based in Plettenberg Bay. You are accommodated in shared 
rooms, so you may be sharing with one or two other volunteers. There are two bathrooms to share. The 
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house is equipped with a lounge, a kitchen, a swimming pool and an outside entertainment area. Bedding 
and towels are provided. Laundry is available and will be done by the housemother – you only need to put 
it in the washing basket in your room. Free WiFi is available. 

Meals 
Three daily meals are provided. You will make your own breakfast and lunch (continental breakfast; lunch 
consists of self-made sandwiches). For dinner you will be provided with a hot meal. All meals are eaten in 
the dinner room or at the outside entertainment area near the pool. 

A vegetarian option is available and it is also possible to cater for special dietary requirements.  

Free time 
The project is situated in an area where the country’s best activities are offered. You are surrounded by 
amazing activities that can be done over weekends and during your free time. Activities can take place in 
Plettenberg Bay, The Crags, Tsitsikamma, George, Mossel Bay, Oudtshoorn, etc. You can go bungee 
jumping, skydiving, whale watching, swimming with seals, adventure boating, kloofing, kayaking, horse-
riding, shark cage diving, or do a tree-top canopy tour, visit the waterfall Zipline, elephant and snake 
sanctuaries, wine estates, and many more. 

To participate in these activities, you can contact the project coordinator or your housemother and they 
will assist you with the necessary arrangements. 

Local transport 
Daily transport to and from the project is provided. Transfers to town or during your free time can be 
arranged – but this will be at your own expense. 

What to bring 
Branded shirts will be provided BUT it is best to bring your own khaki-coloured pants and/or shorts as well 
as brown or black shoes; waterproof boots are also highly recommended. Their general colours are dark 
green, brown and khaki – if you have any warm clothes of that colour this might be also very useful. Please 
note that there is a non-negotiable deposit of ZAR 800 required for your volunteer uniform. This deposit is 
returned to you when you personally hand back your uniform. 

Otherwise, there are no special requirements in this regard but we recommend bringing pocket money, 
toiletries, any medication, sunscreen, mosquito repellents, travelling clothes, books/laptop, camera, any 
items of a personal nature, etc. All these items (and anything else you might need) are readily available at 
local supermarkets in South Africa.  

While there is no specific uniform, volunteers are asked to wear sensible clothing, e.g. long shorts and 
closed shoes. Hot pants, string bikinis and flip-flops are not suitable for work. 
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Health and Safety 
You are strongly advised to take out medical insurance before travelling to South Africa.  

We recommend NetworX from Compcare. This is a South African medical aid insurance, which is 
specifically designed for people who visit South Africa for 1 to 12 months. You will receive an information 
leaflet and an application form together with your confirmation of booking. 

Bring medication just in case you suffer from any travel-related illnesses, e.g. stomach upsets, since your 
body needs to adjust to the change in food and water during your first few days in South Africa. 

While all safety precautions are followed, you are still working with wild animals and must be aware at all 
times and follow the safety guidelines. The project is situated in a malaria-free area so no anti-malarial 
drugs are required. 

What’s included / not included 

Included: 
• Project placement. 
• Airport transfer on arrival and departure (George Airport). 
• Accommodation (shared rooms, breakfast, lunch and dinner, laundry). 
• Daily transport to and from the project. 
• Basic volunteer uniform for rent (refundable deposit of ZAR 800). 
• Good Hope Studies welcome pack. 
• An orientation at the beginning of your volunteering. 
• Certificate on request. 
• Local support including a 24-hour emergency number. 
• WiFi. 

Not included: 
• Any other transport. 
• Excursions. 

Visa 
You can volunteer in South Africa on a visitor’s visa for up to 90 days.  

Nationals from certain countries (e.g. Brazil, Switzerland, Germany, Australia, France, Netherlands, Spain) 
will receive their visa when entering South Africa. Other nationals need to apply for a visitor’s visa at a 
South African Embassy in their home country before travelling. 

If you come to South Africa on a visitor’s visa, you can extend once by another 90 days. 
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If you plan to come for more than 90 days, you need to apply for a visa at a South African Embassy in your 
home country. 

For the latest information contact the South African Embassy or Good Hope Studies. 

 


